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1 Received a Letter fie 


tone There were a great many 


both, and to the 


| Change is really true, I cannot — * 


'ently thankful to Goc 


* 1 
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TEES 
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1 ly IS. Friend. 
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fore laſt, which was ſent by thy Uncle 
kind = 
ons in it, and in thy Sifter Cpt likewiet 
E acknowledge my ſelf much op to you , 
ole Family; for many 198 © 
peated | KindneſſesNand- if my Se bad 1 
ingroſſed ſo: much of my Time, I would LY 
taken Opportunity to anſwet my dear 
Letter ere * and upon that: Account 
Delay will be the more excuſahle. ; 275 
The News thou haſt heard of my” 


is what I glory in; neither was it any Feier 
of temporal Ad vantage that anne 
hu 3. fincere. _ * mh, _ 

.gard to my own So either can uti: 
lire to- this glorious *Day:* ot — 4 
ire to this glorious "Day, . a ti gut 

ef. in the Midſt of y Lins and ES - 2 
aZainſt him; he is long : ſu R 
not . that any ſhould 8 


ſhould:come- to. Repentance:: He ak 
me off om the Foline add; 


A 1 


2 
8 25 4 A2 


* a 3 F 


Manner what is the 15 Subſtance of it 
- avhe found me in ſome Degree faithful to that 
Mtaſure he had be- 


and 
ſtowed on me, whilſt 1 was in the 8 


of the Chu land; e he was 
pleaſed k a umbly 5 upon him. 


to make known — me greater and deeper My- 
ſeries of his Tings om; and Lo truly fay, 
y 


that I find 3 Experience, as I keep low 
- and terired t pn Gift which ** 


pflaated within me, Things are every Day mo 
; an& more cleared up — me, and the Truth 
- ſhines add prevails grea — 's over the Kingdom of 
 Datkneſs; 114 if I ſho now tuta my Back 

upon ſuch. —＋ por S theſe, polo en- 
.  ungle my again with * Yoke of | Bon- 

_ days, indy 51 ſhout grieve the holy Spirit, 
Sen be act juſtly withdraw his Kind Ope- 
; and never return more to aſſiſt and 2 
me; u n bo | 
Is very-terious: and weight e nee - 
and Salvation are not to be wild 

* 3 to God to be put off till out own | 
Te. Le or Convenlency, but we muſt 
_ Hove * the leaſt Ap 7 rance of Chri 
wbt Dightivg or deſpiſing Day of fat 
| - -- | Things, but embrace the firſt 0 vportralty of 
Following Chiift in any of his Commands: 
When ke. ſpeaks there. is ſuch Force and Au- 
thority in it, that we cannot ſtand to cavil, 
2 or ask Queſtions; — nba de 
TE: Rr 
. ve muſt needs confeſs to the 

* dee — 8 n in with 2 
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204 therefore when for ſeveral Weeks T had 
lived more privately and retitedly in London. 
than was uſual, faſting twice or thrice in a 
Week, or ſometimes more, ' ſpending my Time 
in reading the Scriptures, and in — to 
God, this was a good 1 9a my Mind 
to receive the Truth which He was then abour 


to make known to me: I lamented the Errors. 


4 religious Retirement God knew the Breathings 


of my paſt Life, and was defirous to attain 
2 more excellent Degree of Holineſs then 1 had 
diſcovered. in the Church of England. In this 


of my Soul, how ſincere I was, and reſigned 5 
to him, when alone; I wanted him to ſet me 
free, and to ſpeak Peace and Comfort to my 


Zoul, which was gricved and wearied witty - - 


c.onformed my ſelf to the Orders and Ceremo+» -: 


| the Burden of Sin: for tho 1 had strict? 


vies of the Church of England, and had kept 
my ſelf from running into any n 5 
dalous Enormities, the Fear t the Al 5 
F yer ſtill 1 had not chat 
ion in my Self whick 1 defired: 
and greatly. longed — 1 found when 7 a 
examined my State and Condition to Gn, 
that Things were not right with mme. 
As for- a ſober and plauſible Converſation il = 
the Eye of the World, I knew dar mas 2 , 
the . a = natural on wall quick 
ireral Education will 


421 
very Bond of Iniquity: If this Sort af (Righs: - 
teouſneſs would have done, perhaps I might 
make as fair Pretenſions that Way as ſome 
others; bat alas, I quickly ſaw: the Empti- 
neſs and Unſatisfactorineſs of thoſe Things: 
This is a Covering that will not protect or 
hide us from the Wiath of the : Almighty: 
when be comes to Judgment : Tis not a Mans 
natural Temper nor his Education that maxes 
nim a good Chriſtian; this is not the Righre=: 
ouſneſs which the Goſpel calls for, nor is 
this the Truth in the inward Parts which G0d 
requires; the Heart and Affections muſt be 
- cleanſed and purified before we can be acceg- 
table to God; therefore it was Death to me 
do think of taking up my Reſt in a formal 
| Pretence of Holineſs, wherein yer: I ſaw to 
my Grief Abundance of People 'wrapt 'thems 
ftelves, ſlept ſecurely” and quietly; Dreaming 
of the: Felicity of Paradice, as if Heaven were 
now their own, and they needed not trouble 
} themſelves any more about Religion: I could 
not entertain 10 dangerous an Opinion as this, 
fdr then I ſhould be tempted to take up my- 
U& Reſt by the Way, whilſt I was travelling to- 
Wards the promiſed” Land. I think I made n 
little Progteſs in à holy Liſe, and through | 
God's Affiſtance I weakened ſome: of my ſpi- 
F-rituzt Enemies whilſt I lived in the Communi- 
| on of: the national Church. I thank my God: 1 
oan truly fay, whilſt L ufed thoſe. Prayers Ldid 
At with Zeil and: Sincetity, in his Fear and 
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cation to him in: private, æhat he would met 
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bat mig we . 
a coinpleat Victory over * my Luſts = 
fions,” and might peffeft Righteouſneſs labore 
him ; for þfound.a great many Sins and Weak- 
neſſes daily attending me: And tho I made 
ent Reſdlutions to forſake thoſe Sins, yet 
till the Temptation was too ſtrong for me, 
ſo that often I hall Cauſe to complain with the 
Apoſtle in he Bitterneſs of my Soul, O nretcbh- 
Man that I am, who. ſhall deliver me from 
the. Body of. this . Death l. Who: ſhall; ſer me 
free, and give me e h to ripmph over 
Sin, the World, and the: Devil >. That may "a 
every Thing pleaſe God, and there may not be 
the leaſt Thought, Word, or Motion, Geſture, 
ori Action, but what is exactly agreeable to 
his moſt holy Will, as if 1 ſaw him ſtand- 
ing before me, and as if I were to be judged 
by bim for the Thought! of my Heart next 
Moment. O Divine Lite! O Seraphick Soul! 
O+ that 1:could always ſtand here] for hee F 
is no Reflection, no Sorrow, no Repentance! 
but at God's Right-Hand there is peiſedt Peace 
and à River of unſpeakable Joy. O that * 
might imitate the Life of Jeſus; andi be throuſ 
iy furniſhed unto every good Word and Wot x. | 
This was the frequent Breathing. of my Sul 
jo — when.I'was in the Country, buy mote” 
ally after I had left my new. Pieſertnent 
= Chaplain, and took private Lodęings in 
Landon: In this Retirement I hope I may: lay, 
| — 1 Boaſting g, that I was very devour 
| us, and 1 found great Comfort 3 Re. 
de in it from the York, whod, et we 
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Tee the Beauty of Holineſs; and the Sweetneſs . 
_"'rnat ariſes from an humbled mortified Life, 
was then very pleaſant to my Taſte, and {res 
Joiced in it more than in all: the Delights and 

leafures of the World. 

And now it pleaſed God to ſhew me, that 
if I would indeed live ſtrictly and holily as 

becomes the Goſpel, then I muſt leave the 

Communion of the Church of Explid ; but 

knew not yet which Way to determine my 

ſelf, nor to what Body of Men I ſhould joine, 
who were more orthodox, and more regular 

in their Lives. As for the Quatert, ſo called, 

I was ſo great a Stranger to them, that I had 

never read any of their Books, nor do I te- 

member, that ever I converſed with any one 

Man of that Communion in my whole Life: 

J think there was one in Fox/y while I was 

Curate there, but 1 never ſaw the Man, tho” ' 

I went: ſeveral Times to his Houſe on Pur- 

poſe to talk with him, and to bring him off 

from dis mad and wild Enthuſiaſm, às I then 

| - jonofantly thought it to be: As for that — 

T knew it was every where ſpoken againſt; 
he that had a Mind to appear more witty and 

I ingenious than the reft, would chuſe this for 

if] The Subject of his profane Jeſts and Drollery : 

i with this he makes Sport, and diverts the Com- 

pany ; ſor a Quaber is but another Name for 

| + Fool or a Mad-man, and was ſcarce ever 

mention'd but with Scorn and Contempt. As 

For Drollery 1 confeſs I was never any great 

|| Friend to it; but indeed if all was true that | 

laid to the rater Charge, I thought that 
the7 
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plows into 415 all the great Critick 
olars 3 2nd. biloſophe 44 Hy the World ate 
Fools Mm theſe Things ka and whilſt they ate wea 


Go 12 hemſel ves to find the deep Things of our 


e and fro like a Mila Bull in a 

Ne ows not which way to 9 
Neth he more he ſtruggles, the wegker 

grows, the faſter he is bound; ſo the moxe theſe 


vain Talkers read, the more they write; the 


more vil. and diſpute, the further they 


are from God, and the more they declare 7 | 


Hatred and Enmity to he pins of. Chriſt, 
1 the Simplicity of the Goſpel... I have 


along time a weary 4 0 Lell and Im bare | 


nency of theſe. Men, and chiefly y th celebrated 
128 of the Church as they call them, the 
. and Synods of old are now of very 


all Account with me; I am not aſhamed. to 


fit under the Teachings of Women and Mecha- 
nicks, howſoever ther may ſeem in the Eye 
of the World, for they teach me more Chri- 
ſtianity; and inſtruct me more perfectly in 
Divine Ti than all the ftudied, /&aborate 
von and. Diſcourſes that ever 
erſities or fince 11 7 Words are w 
Poines, th they are might; id, ay the 
God, they. ſpeak. with Majeſty and 
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| Preaching is Nonlee, and no Bod hath un⸗ 


derſtand them. This I have heard often refuted | 


by many living Teſtimonies, ſo that I do rather 
think them the beſt Wits, and the wolt! in 
nious People in the World; for ' they oy 
their Parts and Learning in the Fear 40 
his Glory and Service, and to promote Pi 
trueſt Intereſt ' of Mankind; As för the little 
Jeſts, Wittineſs, and vain Pedantty of the Age, 
which I know the World hath Eſteem for, and 
nothing will pleaſe but what abounds with ſuch 
Fooleries. I fay, if the Quaters be'deficient in 
gy of, theſe, it is not for want of Abilities, or 
uſe they have leſs Wit than other! en, bur 
er they have more rudence and Wiſdom 
govern it, and that is the Reaſon; why. they 
Toke fuch childiſh Vanities, which are [6 freely 


_ uſed and indulged by othets, to the great Dil: 


| *% Truth, G KEnoweth 3 Water ond EI 
. 1 . 


Honour of God and the Chriſtjan Reli on; and 

therefore becauſe they do not ſeek pleaſe 

2 wanton' Age, and make People laugh 2250 be 

merry, not to entertain that carnal àity Mind 

Pep eaſint Stories, fine Notions,” and witty 

xr | of natufal Things. From thence it 
at! 
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e that evet made any Profeſſion 
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| ſpeak Peace to his People, and after they have 
ite 


Ofrentimes hath my Spirit been refreſhed with 


theirs, when we have met together to wait up- 


on God ; and my Soul ſtill longs and pants 

more and more to be filled with theſe, Divine: * 

Comforts he is ready always to pour down Ble 
upon us, if we could qualiſie our ſelves for 


the Reception of them; if we would put away 
vain Thoughts, which cloud and darken the 


Mind, and ſo hinders the favourable Influences 
and Iradiations of Heaven. And ſince it hath 
Flute God to viſit me of late, and to make 
Known to me excellent Things in Righteouſneſs, 
he alone is to have the Praiſe and Glory of all. 
and now [I freely refign my ſelf to the ConduQ 


of the; bleſſed Spirit; now let the Truth pros 


2 let it run and be glorified in the Earth, 
et it, ſnine out in its full Luſtre, to the Terror. 
and Confuſion of all the Enemies thereof, and 
to the reviving of the Souls of the Hungry 


and Thirſty, who are ready to faint, waiting 


for and expecting the Conſolation of IVael, 
until the Times of Refreſhment comes from 
the.. Preſence of the Lord, wha will open 2 
Fountain for Judab and Frruſalen, fo that Ri- 
vers ſhall run in dry Places: There will he 


> ſilent a little while in the Duſt, amen 
patiently the chaſtizing Rod of his Love to paſs 


. over them, de ſhall then comfort the Daugh- 


tex. of Sion, and ſay, Ariſe thou afflited; and 


. weep-and mourn no more, but put on thy beau- 

tial Garments., Oh l, Fern ſalem raiſe thy Head. 

uncover: thy Face, * gird up thy Lains with 
Ys ; * 2 . 
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e | 
Strength, ſee the Day break, and the Merning 

ſpread it ſelf upon the Mountains; now 'the | 
ſorxowful Nights of Affliction is gone over, the 

Clouds are ſcatter d and gone, the Sun is Hſen 
in its Brightneſs, and now Toy and Peuce (halt 
be multiplied; in a little Wrath I hid my Fare 
from thee for a Moment, but with everlaſting 
Kindneſs will I have Mercy on thee'ſaith the 
Lord thy Redeemer. Oh let us wait in Hui 


utty of Soul, and Tenderneſs of Hesrt, before 
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the Lord, that we may witneſs this great Change 
and Salvation wrought in us and for us, that 
the Scripture may be no more à ſealed Book to 
us, but that we may feel the precious Truths 
therein recorded to be fulffled in our on Par- 
ticulars. Then there we ſhall never be weary 
of Pray ing, and reading the Holy Seriptures z 
we ſhall never be loath or unwilling to come 
into God's Pteſence: For his Love and the 
Syweetneſs of his Ointment will draw and allure 
us to dwell always under his Canopy, that we 
may feel Life and Power to flow from him, 
who is the Ocean that ſupplies all the Wants 
of the Children of Ne, and how ſhall we 
come, to taſte of that heavenly Banquet he 
Harth red for us, that we may et and 
drink At his Table, and that our Souls may de- 
light in Farttieſs. I fay, how ſhall we attain'to 
this, hut by a ſtrict and mortified Eife. Cer- 
tainly the more we retire from worldly Joys, 
and empty our ſelves of earthly Comfot ts and 
_ falſe! Delights, che fitter we:ſhal] be to reckive 
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